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OO. «EY 
My Worthy Friends, 


mes Forth, Eſq; I j William Conſtantine, Eſq; 
Joſeph Muſgrave, Afq; [ John price, Eſq; 
mes Hawley, E/q; 55 Mr. Lewis Johnſon, 
imbroſe Holbech, Ei; | | Mr. Robert Wood, 

kn Turbil, Et; | | Mr. Joſeph Webb, 

Nilliam Palmes, E;] U Mr. Charles Fulke, 


S$STEWARDS. 


OOF a” 


Gentlemen, 


INC E you are pleaſed to inſiſt upon my P 

. . . . 9 Gap 
\ miſe of letting this Diſcourſe be Printed, not- 
pihſtanding my Unwillingneſs, and Abſence from the 
ww; I hexe preſent it to n. NO N The diffe- 


bily deſire to have it Printed; and I, not to make 
ny thing Publick: And theſe may come much to the 
je ihing nee it /o frequently falls out, that the 
Preſs is but the ſhorteſt Cut to Oblivion. But if any 
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ence betwixt us ſo great as it may | ſeem: For you 


Ine Perſon, pon peruſal of this plain Diſcourſe, ſhall | 


be. 


r n 
6e „„er „ 4 . AA 
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be touch d with the Love of that Heavenh Wiſdom 
here recommended, without which no Community , 
Men, or Particular Perſon, ever was or can þe 


Happy; I ſhall then have Thanks to return yog for 


oyerruling the Inclinations of 
. A bone 
i aihe 
Your Affectionate Friend, » 
- 25 5 1 5 ral 


and Servant, 


| Viſion 
| eemin 
Jon upe 
ſerior I 
[equall' 
[mpreſ 
Prayer 
theſe V 
dem, 
Chapte 
adorn d 
brace,” 
bs if ch 
| weſt 


K. C. 


2. CRO 


2 CRO N. III, 2. 


Ad God ſaid to Solomon, Becauſe this was m thy 
heart, and thou haſt not ashed riches, wealth, and 
honour, nor the life of thine enemies, neither yet haſt 


ledge for thy ſelf : Wiſdom and Knowledze 13 

granted unto thee. | oe, 

Hele are, in the ſtricteſt Senſe, the 
Words of God, the immediate Anſwer 
of the Eternal Wiſdom to the Wijeſt of 


Viſion of the Night, but notwithſtanding that 
leeming Diladvantage, it ſtamp'd ſuch Convicti- 
on upon his undiſturb'd Reaſon, whilſt the in- 
ſenor Powers were lock d up by Sleep, that it 
ſequall d, nay, it ſurpaſs d in Clearnels the livelie/? 
impreſſion made on his awakened Senſes. The 
Prayer of Solomon, which was the Occaſion of 


" 


Item, take up the foregoing Part of this 
Chapter; where we find this admirable Prince, 
adorn'd with all che richeſt Gifts of Nature and 
brace, of Education, and what is call'd Fortune 


ON 


Queſt ; neither amuſing himſelf with the Com- 


wed long life; but haſt asked wiſdom and know- 


Men; given indeed in a Dream, or 
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ele Words, with other Particulars relating to 


if che Divine Goodnels had prevented its Ne- 
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loud Acciamations of his New Subjects; nor 


with the Audit of his Treaſury , amounting tg 


Signalizes his Entrance upon his high Truſt, 


Anſwer. For he made it in his Youth, the accepta- 


| . | — : | ws p - 
| 7 Kings a5 of a 90 Child, who could neither 20 in, or out, 
5 7 


Night: With Charity; for with a pious Magnif- 
cence he offer d a thouſand Oxen on the Alta 
which Moſes had made in the Wilderneſs ; and 


| Servants, chap. 3. ver. 15. But, above all, the 


— 


plements of Foreign Princes, nor with th, 


with the Review of his Victorious Armies, nor 


himſelf 
o the E 
W:mple | 
maid, © 
of the { 
of Solon 
jt Men. 
vice re 
book of 
et dowi 


many Millions of our Coin: But referring al 
theſe to their proper Place and Seaſon, he 


by a devout Progreſs to the moſt authoriz'd Place 
of Publick Worſhip ; and there preſents ſuch 4 
Petition, ſo rightly qualifid in every Circum- 
ſtance, that it could not fail of a moſt gracious 


ble time: With Humility; for he ſpeaks of himſelf 


unleſs he were led by the hand of Divine Provi. e find 
dence : With Faith; for he takes no notice at all nuch 


uſt, ac 
reſent 
Since 
on, dee 
07 cont 
les: Sj 


of Second Cauſes : With Fervency and Perſeye- 
rance ; for he continu d at his Devotions the whole 


at the ſame time made a Feaſt to all his 


Subject of his Prayer was ſuch, as beſt became 
a Reaſonable Being, and a Prince, and which 
the Fountain of Wiſdom takes a delight to groit 
Behold here Solomon in his Glory! making! 
greater Figure, whilſt. thus proſtrate at the Foo 
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of the Altar, than when he ſate on his Magnifi- 
ent Throne; the hike to which was not made in any 2 Chro. 
Kingdom : Much greater, I fay, whilſt he thus“ “. 
Jumbly conſults the Oracle of God, than when 
himſelf was conſulted as an Oracle by all the Kings 

the Earth. It might be thought that this Ex- 
Inple relates only to Princes; but ſince to Com- 

und, or Obey, as we ought, are but different Acts if 
the ſame Wiſdom, it follows, that this Petition oo 
of Solomon is of uſe to all Orders and Conditions 
Men. Which ſeems to be the Reaſon that it is 
we related, at large, here, and in the Firſt 
book of Kings; the Prayer, or Paraphraſe of it, 
u down in the excellent Book of Wiſdom ; nay, 


ur . 
1 e find it reduc d into the Form of a Precept by Mat. 6. . 
al much wiſer and greater than Solomon; who, 17 9971 
ve Wl, according to his gracious Promiſe, is 1 N 
ole ent amongſt us. 1 
nil Once em al you relate to a Royal Founda- 1 
b, dedicated to the Study of Wiſdom, and wil? 
ander content your ſelves to follow Vulgar Exam- 1 
des: Since you are Aſſembled here Auſpicionſly Wl 
begin a Feaſt of Love, and Charity, in the Houle 48 


ame t God, and that in the Seaſon of Advent : Since 
ers of you have already follow'd Solomon's Ex- 


rot ple, and made choice of the deſpis d Office 
| 2a Preacher, ; 9 
1g bre in preference to the more ſhining 
Foo d beneficial Ways of Lite; what more ſuitable 


oY 


Solomon's Choice. 
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Subject could I have choſen, than the Prayer of But 


this Illuſtrious Monarch, who had the Title of the HConſide 

Beloved of God; who was ſo Eminent a Type of MM little 

the Prince of Peace, and had ſo ſignal a Teſtimony nd Ef 

of the Divine Approbation? And if it may be Noch in 
conducive to the Glory of God, the Welfare of WM is as 

your Country, and your own Salvation; it may, Na 
hope, be permitted me to wiſh you Riches, and to ch 

| Honour, and Length of Days; though you have Wſibole ' 
2 too right an Eſtimate of theſe things; too much WMſ79ers 


of Chriſtian Magnanimity, to deſire them eagerly 
for your ſelves: Becauſe you have asked this thing, 
and have not deſired riches or honour, or length of dy 
ar the life of your enemies, but Wiſdom , Wiſdom and 
| Knowledge is granted unto you, and withal J have 
given thee what thou haſt not as bed. 


get: J 
I ok 
But be 
Men, 
your d 
Is uſele 


In which Words we have, bute 

1. A Propoſition imply d; viz, That the molt Dine 
General matter of moſt men's Prayers was ſome. fach O 
thing Unlawful, or at leaſt not ſimply Good, anſwer 
2. How unreaſonable and diſpleaſing to God rom 
ſuch Prayers are. empt 
3. We ſee what ought to be the principal Sub- Alita 
ject of our Prayers; and that is Wiſdom. ene 
4. The Nature and Uſefulneſs of it; which a 
with ſome particular Application to Our ſelves irely « 
contains the Whole of what I have to ſay, and Eh 
is E. 


you favourably to attend to, on this Occaſion. 


— 


Solomon Choice. 


But it ſeems not unfitting to premiſe Two 
Conſiderations ; upon the former of which I ſhall 
J litle inſiſt 5 That is, of the marvellous Force 
and Efficacy of Prayer, when it is ſo qualifi'd 
och in Matter and Form, as this of Solomon was. 
[: is as neceſſary, in this imperfect State, to our 


„, which is our proper Life, as Reſpiration Kren 

do the natural Life: And therèfôre David, all „ 

ve rboſe Writings are in the Old Inſcriptions call d i 
eee ; > . e > e | 

<« W775, Joins them as almoſt inſeparable in him- 

m Is I opened my mouth, and took in my breath: Pf. 119. 

73 WW. ok chow upon me, and be merciful unto me. 


But becauſe there have long been two ſorts of 
Men, who from different Premiſes have endea- 
our d to infer the ſame Concluſion, That Prayer 
s uſeleſs and impertinent; I mean thoſe who at- 
tribute all to Chance, or & irreſiſtible Neceſſity, the 
Divine Preſcience has obviated the ill Effect of 
Ich Opinions upon all teachable Minds, by un- 
jalwerable Arguments, by plain Matter of Fact. 
[From which it appears, That thoſe who will at- 
ſempt nothing without duly imploring the Divine 
Allftance, have a_communicared ſort of Omni- 2, 
potence, as St. Paul lays of himſelf, I Chriſt I can 
b all things; and by ſubmitting themſelves en- 
iely to their Creator, become Maſters of the Crea- 
wn, What is there more firm, and ſtable, than 
Ws Earth, which abideth continually ? Yet at the 
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Prayer of the Servant of God it became yielding 
Numb. and fluid, as Water it ſelf, ſwallow'd up (ws 
6. and the Confederates of his Apoſtacy. What 
more fluid than the Element of Water? Vet at 
| Exod. the Prayer of the ſame Moſes, it ſtood as 1 
* Wall, fwd as the Rocks themſelves 2 Fir 
zw. is the molt violent Agent in all Nature; and yer 
it loſes its moſt Natural quality, even when 


heightned to an extreme degree, ſerves only ens, we 
| to refreſh, to warm, and animate the Three er to! 
| Dan. z. Devout Confeſſors to Hymns, and Raptures of nent © 
Divine Love, and Gratitude, Prayer, withou: Nerd of 
Harm, can take hold of the hot, the right-aining ted 
Thunderbolts, (as the Prophet, and Solomon calls Mt fever 
them) bid the Lightning come down, and con- ue Se: 
4 x . {ume this Captain, and his Fifty; the other Cap- Nemon 
| * train, and his Fifty, when they were ſent to ſeize ſport: 
the inviolable Perſon of the Prophet: It can ectatic 
þ ſuſpend the Fall of the Rain for the Space of f. }iſie Sacr 
| Jam. 5. eral Years to a fix d Time, limited by « Man of Wire w 
6 like Paſſions with our ſelves; Can make the hungry ur fo; 
l Lions as harmleſs as their Images under Solomon's NNrant 
Dan. 6. Throne; make them become Guardians of thei Wfice. 
intended Prey, and Revengers upon his Idolatrous Wl The 
Perſecutors. Prayer is a more powerful Engine than Npeſre, 
that of Archimedes, can remove Mountains, and Wiſe 5 
It 0 


caſt them into the midſt of the Sea; can unhinge hc 
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Solomon Cboice. 


Farch from its fix d Centre: It is the true Charm, 


1 my py i 
„lich can ſtop che Moon in the Valley of Halon, Joſh. 1. 
u neſt the Sun in his mid Career; make him ſtand 12. . 


ſill, go forward, or backward, as Joſhua, or as He- Ila 38. 


lc, weak in Body, bur ſtrong in Prayer by Faith, 
ſhall give him Orders. To pray as we oy 
the higheſt Attainment r 


Mme miracuſous Gifts beſtow'd upon holy Per- 
ons, were in order to Preachmg, and that in or- 
fer to Faith; and Faith it ſelf is but the Inſtru- 
nt of Prayer; and when there is no longer 
ed of this, the other ceaſes. I have the longer 


1: Whiliicd on this, becauſe it is fo frequent a practice j 
11; We! ſeveral on ſuch Occaſions, to come to the Di- "li 
-e Service, that they may have a Place at the 2 > 
p- mon, (che which, tho very uſeful, is not the molt <-—,M 
ze Wnportant Part) and then languiſh that out in Ex- 1 
an Nectation of an Authem, and turn their Backs upon Mi 
ſe. We Sacramenr, if chere be any, as it is to be wiſh d 9 
re were always, at theſe Feaſts of Love, nor 1 N 
4, air for the ſolemn Bleſſin ) which is 2 veryim- : ih 
11s Whortant and comfortable Part of the Miniſterial 
eit ce. 5 | N 


The Second Obſervation is, That our earneſt 


JUs 
an Peſre, and Endeavour, for any thing, in a larger 
nd 


id lels proper Senſe, may be look d upon as a 
© of Prayer, b.18 eee e : 
When; 


„— 
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When David Exhorts to Pray for the Peace ; 
Hieruſalem, he ſuppoſes men to do thoſe things whic 
may contribute to her Peace. On the other han, 
when Phinees, Exod. 2 5. executed Juſtice with k; 
own hand upon a pair of Criminals ir the yer 
Act, though he ſeem to ſtep out of his Office 
and do nothing leſs than pray; it is ſaid,P/al.19 
that Phinees roſe up, and prayed ; and fo the Plaguf 
ceas d. Thus the Lions roaring after their Prey, ad 


ſaid to ſeek, or pray for their Meat from God. 
dos the Great + eviathan [eek His Meat in due ſe 

fon, v. 27. And in this larger Senſe the Other 1; 
viat han, and his Followers, and even prophane pe 


ins and Deſpiſers of Religion, may be ſaid ( 


ray 
flaving premis d thus much, which may i 
of uſe in the following Part of this Diſcourſe 
j proceed to ſhew, REES 
9 That the Matter of the Prayers of the Geul 
A NM orld was, generally ſpeaking, unlawful, and d 
i pleaſing to: God. And ſince it is the holy d 
i ſon of Advent, I ſhall take this Matter a li 
higher, that we may ſee the Neceſſity of Revell 
Religion, and Coming of the Son of God in 
the World, ſince all other means of Reclaimi 
it prov ineffectual. The true Knowledge : 
Worſhip of God being by the prevalence 


Wickedneſs confin'd ar laſt to the Lineage off 


mans 
not n 
| for th 
of th 
their 
| 2 lon 
jectic 
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k themſelvesxas beſt ſuited their groſs Es" 
bons, their Luſts, or Temporal Intereſts. The 
I #ryptians ſeem to have ler the fatal Precedent t 


the reſt of the World; their Prieſts, who were 


or — — —— 
e ps IS 1 4 2 — 
he . . 2 > 
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be frequently their Kings, finding che Govern- =_ 
of ment inſecure, in a Rich, and Populous Country, Wu 
e ointed to their every! Provinces Idols of Birds . „ 
20 = Beaſts; of the molt contrary Nature, and , 
bo ngell Antipathies; that To their Sub that ſo their Subjects being 7 
e divided in ſo fundamental a Point, might be 
- 1 fendred incapable of 7 uniting Againlf the Regal Died Sic "i 
pen Authorir) he Grecians too ſuited their 2. „ 
id Nralggy te to their own mix d Form of Govern- 2255 Yeecy Mt 
nent, and ſeem to have comforted them< , 2 
1 oy (clves for their frequent Feuds and Factions, ; by ; {1 
le ; | the Wars which they fancy d amongſt d che Del ; il 


| ties whom they ſerved-: their Devotions conſiſted 


a in ridiculous Shews and Paſtimes , which coſt 9 
| 0 ., 

daß dem as much, very often, as all the other Ex- + 

Li pences of the Publick put together. The Re" 4/1 

lag ans made their Religion a meer Engine of Stare, 
| 4 618 

veal not minding what was true, but what was moſt fir, 118 

4 in for their Turm, 2 be pee upon the Credulity "MW 

init of che People: Ex uſu eſt hes credi, lays one of Pl 

re ani thcir reateſt Writers. The main deſign of ir, for 

Ace 


| 2 long time, was only to keep the Populace i in ſub⸗ 
|<tion to the Senate; and therefore all their Au- 


* 

3 

15 
An 
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ths Bains — 
gurs, and Flamens, were to be of the Nobility ; Mi tie ps 
To them was intruſted the Secret of Divination, only F 
and Ordering the Feeding, and the Flight of Birds, ons 0 
trained up for that purpoſe ; and by theſe mean; peakt 
they could Bring on, or retard all publick Buſ. de m 
nels, as they found it moſt for the Intereſt of their pray 
Party. Errors art never barren, and they too, ui. Wil ing to 
; io happily, bring forth more fruit in their Age. As they WW ther. 
| liked not to have the True God in their Thoughts, of th: 
| Rom. 1. he at length gave them up to. a_reprobate Mind, to Wir Su 
| Suidas, do things not convenient, c x93mgvre ; that is, 2 dreds 
i I coficeive it might be rendred, contra To the City « 
Duty, and Obligation of Reaſonable Beings. As Wl who 
the Celerity of Natural Bodies deſcending, encrea- WM know 
ſes in a Fourfold proportion, corrupted Minds d Wh Her, 
cline by much ſwifter degrees ; affe&ed Ignorance, Dain 
Error, and Guilt, tranſported them fo far, WM Chur 
as to Confecrate, and Worſhip, not only meer I pray. 
human Imperfections, as Paleneſs, and Fever, WM their 
but even the moſt unnatural Vices; fo dark is the kd 
| beſt human Underſtanding abandon'd to its own the V 
Dire&ion , and deſtitute of Illumination from Leng 
Heaven: They thought God altogether ſuch Torr « m 
themſelves, Pſ.50. Every Crime had its Example and Wi could 
+ Patron in Heaven; and that Reaſon of St. Pu, Wl to g; 
Acts 14. by which he convinc'd the People of Ly prope 
ſtra and Lyconita, that they ought not to offer Sa: ¶ how 
erifice-ro him, and Barnabas, becuuſe they were d the x 
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le paſſons or affectious with themſelves, was the 

only Reaſon why many of the moſt polite Nati- 
| ons offer d any Sacrifice at all. And generally 

| ſpeaking, People eſteem d the molt refind, were 

the molt groſs in their Idolatry : They would 
pray to one God for Succeſs, when they were go- 
ung to commit Sacrilege upon the Shrine of ano- 
ter. Devoted Virgins to be corrupted in honour 
of that impure Goddeſs, whom they invocated 

or Succeſs in their Criminal Loves. Some Hun- 
dreds chere were of thele wretched Votaries in the 

City of Corinth only. There is hardly any one 
| who has but look d into Church-Hiſtory, who 
luows not the infamous Practices at Daphne, and 
Herapolis; ſo much, and ſo long in vain, declaim d 1 
zainſt by che Learn d, and Pious Fathers of the 9 
Church. In ſhort, The reputed wiſer ſort, either 1 
pray d not at all, or ask d ſuch things as turn d nt 

their Prayer into Sin ; but Wiſdom they never 1 
kd : Det viz, det opes, Jays One who is call'd A. * 
the Wiſe Pact: Let God give me Riches, and | 
Length of Days, I my ſelf will get Diſcretion how 15 
to make the beſt uſe of them: than which nothing 1 
could be ſaid more abſurd: For if he was not able 1 
o gain himſelf choſe things, which are but im- | 
properly call d Goods, by his own Confeſſion ; „ & 
how ſhould he then be able to obtain Wiſdom, e, 


; 
. | 8 


Wy © rareſt, and moſt difficult Acquiſition in che“ bl 
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Eſteem d amongſt the Roman Writers: And when 


agreed, that we are beholden to the gods for all th 
outward Conveniences of life, for Wine, and Oyl, and 


Jr 8 


health, and ſecurity. No Man ever made Prayer, 9 


_ cludes, this is the Senſe of all Mankind, Tha 


I ſhall give you one convincing Proof of 
this, from a Paſſage ſtrangely parallel to the for. 
mer part of my Text, taken out of the moſt 
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But be 


he ſet himſelf as an Arbitrator, to determine the 
Controverfy concerning the Nature of the godz 
After a bold Diſcourſe againſt Providence, he 
ſpeaks to this effect: In this all Mankind is full 


plentiful Crops ; but no Man ever thought himſelf in 
debted to the gods for his Vertue ; for we are praiſed 

and glory in, our Vertue; which we could not 
do, if we fetch'd it from abroad, and had it not of on 
own growth, Tn ſhort, the Matter of our Prayer 
is not, That God would make us temperate , juſt, 
or wiſe, but that he would give us riches, and honow, 


Vow, for the obtaining Wiſdom : and then con- 


Fortune is to be askd of the gods, but Wiſdom to 7 
woolly deri d from our ſelves: WE! 


This is the abſolute Reverſe of the Words of 
my Text; in which Cicero contradicts not only 
Solomon, but God himſelf: For the Lord gina 
Wiſdom, out of his mouth cometh knowledee, and un 


der/tanding... If au) of - you -laok; wijdom, {it bun 
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F { it of God, who giveth to all men liberally, and 
% be gen him. Every good, and every perfect Jam. r. 


ft i from above, and cometh down from the Father of 
ts, Had the above-mention'd Writer ſought 


en * ; F Writer 1. 
de direction there, he had neither been ſo inſglent 
ds, Er nor deſected in his Baniſhment; 
be och leſs would he Have abus d his Wit, and Elo- 


vl "ence, to ridicule and explode the Divine Pro- „ 

e ence: without which I cannot fee how Life Y 
un oald be Worth the living: = ED 1 
„or bleſſed Saviour, to whom all hearts are open, i 


[| defires known , alledges this Argument againſt 1 
nxiery for worldly good things; for after theſe Mat. 6. | 


not : 
ag do the Gentiles ſeek, ; that is, make ir the | i: 
yer; rain, or only Subject of their Prayers and En- | 
1% eours; but ſeek ye, or pray for the Kingdom of 100 
our e, and the Righteouſneſs thereof, and all theſe things 
„„ be added unto you. Plainly referring to this = 
on- lage of Solomon: And as he never expreſſes 4 
ba enſelf in the New Teſtament, as wondering at 1 
e thing but only twice, at the Unbelief of the 1 
ſes, and tlie Faith of a Stranger; the ſame Fi- 7 
dure is here made uſe of, Becanſe thou haſt asked 
5 oi th thing! As if he had ſaid, Though Streams of 
onlv od are ſhed at the Altars, and Clouds of In- 
etc mount up to Heaven; yet has not a Petiti- 


on of this nature been hitherto preferr'd to me; 
Dur becauſe Thou, at ſueh an Age, and in luch a 
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Station, haſt made Wiſdom the ſubject of th 
Choice, Wiſdom is granted unto thee. And beſides 
as a further Mark of my favour ; Thou ſhalt hy 
( what thou haſt not ask d) ſuch riches, and onde! 

Chr. r. as none of the Kings have had who went before ther 
neither ſhall any after thee have the like. 


wes 2 
ome Pla 
me Me 
x Man 
nt? | 
ould d 
15 | | | OW mu 
This leads me to the Second General Head oi 
' Diſcourſe, the Unlawfulneſs of praying for Riches adi dom 
Honour. But this may be thought needleſs in WW" for 
. Chriſtian Aſſembly, eſpecially to Perſons of you He 
Education. But ſince it may be, not uncharicably and 
preſum'd, that theſe are ſtill the Idols of a oreat 
pf Urgen- Part of Mankind J Since Sin do's on all ſidet 
oa "a © eaſily, or rather ſo ſtrongly beſet us; Since Ex4 
undique tortion never had more griping Talons, nor ts to 
ria. Arrows of Detraction were dipp d in ſo exquiit our, 
. Sen. Poiſon Since the Gold of the New World has e ind 
BW rengd its quarrel upon this, by heightning men p 
Pa ions to an amazing degree, it ſeems not u for 
perfluous to {ay ſomething on this Subject. Ci eat 
me leave to ask you, If God himſelf had und; 
this Morning, made to you this dagling Ofe ore yr 
which he made to Solomon at Twelve, or Fourcec hl ** If 
Years of Age, ſhould you Have cholen gr Wa 
without Heſitation, without ſome proviſiona 
Clauſe for Temporal Advantages ? Or haue ug 


ever ſeriouſly Pray d for Wiſdom in our who! 
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zes? Should we not have been thinking of 
ime Place or Preferment in our ſeveral Callings, 
me Monopoly, che fatal Paſſion of our Country, 
Manor, which lies fo temptingly conve- - 
nt? For I cannot ſuſpect that any one here 
jould deſire to take away the Lite of his Brother, 
much ſoever he might think him his Ene- 
my. Would not ſome be apt to fay, That 
ſidom, were a Choice more fit for a College, 
un for a Court; for an Hypocondriacal Perſon, U 
ran Hermit, than for a Man of Buſineſs, of Qua- = 
y, and Figure ? 1 proceed therefore; but muſt > | | ö 
ake away a Scruple which may riſe from a V+» 
mething ſaid before; viz, Since Endeavours may P'7 _ 
| look'd upon, in a larger Senſe, as Prayers; it“ 
kms to follow, That what we may Tawtully en- 1 
out, we may lawfully pray for. But we do b 
i find in the whole Book of God one Inſtance 
any pious Perſon s praying for Riches, and Ho- 4 
Ir for himſelf; and even our Endeavours are 'Þ 
Ipleaſing to God, when they tranſgreſs their due . 1 
unds; ſome of which I ſhall very briefly ſe 8 
bore you. FVV EL | 
. If we deſire Temporal Goods with prefer- 
1 ence to Spiritual, or but in an equal degree, 
1004 Which is hardly pollible ; 8 
e e Or if we. purſue them by unjuſtifiable 
Means, or in undue Meaſures: ME 22% 
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CT cipal, and a þ -buſmeſs of the one thing nec] 
j We conſult the Hitereſt, and provide for the Dui 
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3. Or ask them, that we may conſume they yy 
our Luſts: | 5 
4. Or uſe ſuch means to obtain them, 1; uuf 
to the manifeſt prejudice of our Coy 
try. 
5. Laſtly, It we are not in Preparation 
Mind to forſake them all, when our Dat 
to God, and Worldly Intereſt, can no long 
ſubſiſt together, which frequently falls our 
in all theſe Caſes, I ſay, ſuch Endeavoui 
are unlawful. For, 1 
1ſt. This argues a groſs Ignorance of the Divi 
Nature, and of our own: God being a pure Sj 
dos moſt approve ſuch Petitions as are mo 
ſuitable to his own Nature; and Man bein 
created after the Image, and Likeneſs of God, {tant 
bound chiefly to cultivate that part, which is mo 
properly himſelf. But we confound the Sacte 
Order of Things; make an acceſſory of the prin 


tion, of theſe Bodies, which can hardly delenif 
the Name of Being, excluſively to the Interelt 
and Duration, of our immortal SPI. 
2. By thus doing we tranſgreſs the great Mar 
Commandment, of loving the molt Exceli 
Being in the ſupreme Degree: Jf we love the Hol 
2 the love of God abideth not in us, And thus wer 
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en hate, and think to hare them, they are na- 
urally inclin d to wiſh ſtruck out of the Number 
of Beings ; and paſſion, bribing, and corrupting 
heir Reaſon, at length, ſome have ſaid in their 
tarts, and afterwards ſaid it ont, There is no God. 


the dreadful Name of Deicide. 
z. This is a grievous Violation of our Bap- 
Correſpondence with the Enemies of their Coun- 


uy, ſo we in our Baptiſm renounc'd the Pomps, 


are the irreconcilable Enemies of the Maſter whom 
we ſerve. As the word, Sacrament, ſo are all 
we reſt, us'd on this ſolemn Occaſion, Mili 


qd from thoſe Characlers, which us'd frequently 
o be imprinted upon the Roman Soldiers; and, 


Fidelity : For, profligate Perſons were excluded 


ame bated by, and at laſt haters of, God; (for „ 


Upon this account Sin has been qualif'd with 
mal Vow : As Soldiers, when liſted, renounc'd 


and Vanities of this World, and ſinful Luſts, which 


eobably, the Uſe of Sureties in Baptiſm might 
5 Son to the Securities, Which Soldiers 


bmerimes gave, of their good Converſation, and 


dom the Honour of bearing Arms, as leveral 


ors of Hereticks were, by che Coniticutions of "it 
we Chriſtian E cn therefore our Ware Cod. The 


my Fl be froſt , and our great Lord, with the *© 4 
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Thus, the Uſe of the Croſs ſeems to be tranſla- 50 9 
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were 1: 


himſelf at the centre of that terrible Line; ſhall rd 

I then be rewarded, and crown d, as one who H iſtr...c; 

the Faith, and fought the good fight, or be ſentencd my 

'$ to eternal Puniſhment, as a deſerter, or a rebel! WM, 
But you will ſay, we never pray d in thisfaſhion 

for any Temporal Advantages : But if they ar 

the chief Subject of our Thoughts, that, upon Keepin 
which we exert our greateſt vigour, and activity; hſogr 
this, as we before obſerv d, is conſtructively prove ge pre 


—ñ—ũ— 


ing for them, For inſtance ; he that dos hi hen 
utmoſt to ruin the fortunes, or credit, of his Bto- Niere e. 


ther; has reaſon ſhrewdly to ſuſpect himſelf, chat Fa 
if he had as much power, as malice, he would 
ſign the Dead-Warrant : or, poſſibly, as that helliſh 
diſpoſition encreaſes, there being nothing more 
abject than a revengeful Spirit, he would debaſe 
h | himſelf fo far, asto be the Executioner of his Per: 
q | fon, as well as of his Reputation, The mee; Saviour 
of the World Himſelf denounces, that who ſhal lay 
0 his Brother, Thou fool, a term implying bat! 
aug contempt, (the two general Sources of the great 
Mt. g eſt Miſchiefs, both private and publick) ſhall 5 F 
W -: danger of hell-fire. A conſideration not unneceſſar) 
| for. thoſe who employ the wit, they think to haze, 
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heir leaſure, and the freedom of the Preſs, which 


hey do not deſerve, in Compoſing, and Di- 
berling, defamatory Labels : the Authors of which 4 
were in a very mild Government heretofore pu- Dude. 
hd by Death: and even under ſome Chriſtian e 

Emperors, by Burning. I am far from wiſhing Then. 
lach ſevere Laws reviv'd yet ſuch was the ſenſe 772457. 

of ſome, reputed, Wife, Governments: but you will 

ky that you would never deal thus crueliy with 

jour brother: bur yet juſt ſo, ſaid Hazel to the 2 Kin. 8. 
weeping Prophet, Is thy ſervant a Dog, that he ſhouli 

ſo great, ſo barbarous, athing? and yet he fulfll'd 
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be Prediction to a Tittle. So little do we know 5 
hy what manner of Men we would be, if our Power 5. 
0. ere equal c our Pane I proceed ei 1 
nat 1. Therefore to the Third General Head of 1 
ul Diſcourſe, That Wiſdom ought to be the chief ' 
my. Subject of our Prayers. But I may be excus d 1 
1 or laying littie upon this Part, ſince it may ſeem # 
vale. very needleſs Undertaking : For amongſt the ht 
4 - thn; wanting, Which, as Solomon ſays, can hardb 1 05 
10 de nnbred, the want of Wiſdom, I mean in our | bl. 
1 ſches, is that of which there is the leaſt, if An] 1 
: 3 1 ar Wiſdom, or che F N of N. ch, 7 . | 
"en equivalent Drug, ſerves in the place 


he true; is become ſo very cheap, ſo 
uch in every body's hands, that it overflows 
l the Parts, and Offices of Com Lit there 


th. 
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have been Times when Princes have had as man 
Voluntiers in their Counſels, as in their Ain 
the Church near as many Reformers, as Commun 
cants : nor is any Place more frequently invadec. 
than that of the Judges. What Table, why 
Converſation, has not, at leaſt, one ua 
Chair? When the Myſteries of Religion, an 
Reaſons of State, have been Magiſterially de u 
min d, preſently there riſes up a fort of 4 
Pope, they immediately join iſſue ; and pte 


. ceed to mutual Anathema's, and Execrationsf ar w 

to Challenges, and Duels, which ſo often, an hl, e 

that too upon very frivolous Occaſions, pala wal. 

Ihe Streers ol this fanrſhing City wich Bluſh i wh 

Land Murther : This poſitive, and conceited, hu Gluſc 

mour, ſeems to be the true cauſe of men's ſo fe Death 

quently taking the Name of God in vain. Ther te To 

are, no doubt, a great many, who would b je w 

no means tell a deliberate Lye; yer, norwichſtand**" 2 

2 ing That, will back their Aſſertions with an pals d 

F Oath: and the Reaſon is plainly this, Beczul þ ring 

they lye under a ridiculous prepoſſeſſion, thal Th 

they are always in the right: You never faw a Piloſ 

q 84465 Man a great Swearer. How hard! * 
thing is it to diſpute againſt Infallibility, withou 

1K "7 1 25 it? „ what a _ or wil 1. 

b 7 Man, would do, without meaning our Te 9 2 


2 8 . | | Ph 
leeming Admirers? to condemn Pride, without == 
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n Air of Suffciency? And yet when ſome vexa- 
ous Suit in Law overtakes us, ſome unuſual 
Accident, private, or publick, we repair to Men 
he moſt Eminent in the ſeveral Profeſſions, tire 
ut the Patience of our Friends, and diſclaim in 


erer particylar, (which diſcovers the fallacy) chat 0 
Charatter, which we ſo raſhly had aſſum d to our uy 
Fives in_the g The Cauſe of all this Incon- "ie 


ikency is plainly this; We take it for granted, 
x the Age of Solomon, from our very childhood, 
hat we know very well the Nature of good and 
gil, of right and wrong, of what is baſe or ho- 
able; and as no man ſeeks, or prays for that, 


of which he thinks himſelf already Maſter, the 


u (dluſion prevails for the greater part of our lives: 
e Death is but another word for ceaſing to play * 
de fool; and happy the Man who can bur 


ge wiſe! It may therefore ſeem not impro- 
per to give a few inſtances of what has ſometimes 
nus d current for Wiſdom, and yet is not the true 
ferling, I mean that of Solomon. 
kirſt then, Though he was deeply versd in 
„ a lolophy, it was not of that fort which pleaſes 
elf in contriving Syſtems of the whole Creation. 
e who firſt inſcrib'd a book with that Preſump- 
ei ous Title, was not abſurdly ſuſpected by his 
liſcreet Neighbours to want the aſſiſtance of a 


tſp. The eyes of 4 fool, as Solomon ſays | 
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22 Solomon Cboice. 
are upon the ends of the Earth, What would he then 

have ſaid of thoſe, whoſe Thoughts are roving 
about the utmoſt Surface of the Heavens, com- 
puting in how many Thouſand years, 2 Cannon- 
bullet would reach to the remoteſt fix d Star! 

| In the midſt of which ſtrange Speculation, a ye. 
Q ry Learned Gentleman, not long ſince, was ſeiz'{ 
by a Delirium, which ſeems to have begun wich 

ſo raſh, and uſeleſs an Undertaking. The Hey 
for height, and the Earth for depth (and as it is 
Prov. Solomon's conſtant method to add ſomething f. 
25-3: ralto his Natural Contemplations ) and the heath 
of the King cannot be meaſured. For near Three 
thouland years Men have been wrangling abour 

an Atom, or an Idea, but with ſo little ſuccels, 

that it is time to acknowledge, that the leaſt Particle 
T'Toas Creation with is Fſſenee, and Proper- 

ties, is too great a Subject for any Man's under- 
ſtanding. And yet thoſe who are able to do little 

elſe, can at leaſt make a World, and that almoſt, 

in as ſhort time as God made this, and then; 

and having beheld all their Works, they find them 

very good, and then enter into their reſt. It's 

well that they have nor bethought themſelves off 
making a place of Torments for thoſe who differ 

from them, as they uſually make one fort of 
Paradiſe for themſelves. - Power is, at leaſt, as at- 


tainable as Wiſdom, and infinite Power as infiui? 
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vidom; but the World was as much contriv'd by ©, 
"ocfoice Wiſdom, as it was produced by infinite Þ 
over; and therefore a Man may, at leaſt as 

Wel pretend to make another World, as, clearly, 

"nd d4tinly, to underſtand how this was, or 

1 gt be made, without Divine Revelation: But 

be one is impoſſible, the other | 

7d Nullus intelleFus creatu: 


$lo too. Solomon indeed inquired dende num; and there: 
no the Nature of Birds, and fore leſs in this State,Poteſ# 


| i fon , 9 
n deaſts, of Plants, and Minerals, cognoſcere omnia qua: deus 
8 Facit hoc. enim efſet compre- 


„„7)B5 IE 5 E 9 wth 


but with relation to their Uſe, and hendere_ejus DT 

jo the Medicines which might be Thom. part. 1. qu. 12. 
erated from them all. In the Study of this he 

ade ſo marvellous a Proficiency, that he is ſaid 

v have found out Cures for Epidemical Diſtem- 


0 pers, and for Noxious Blaſts ; could take away ; 
0 er of Melancholy Vapanrs, which have been Joſcpbus. 

. . to put Men into a bodily Diſpoſution of 9 
1 poſſeſſed by Evil Spirits: In ſhort; he per- I 
of, om d ſuch Wonders, that the Heathens attri- 45 I! 
1 A them to Magical Operations , and the A. i" 
_ themſelves to the reading of myſtical Let- A % 
7 ” inſcrib'd by they know not whom, up- iT 
W 6 the Walls of their Temple: But he always = 
«Ms in che final cauſe, and forms our Mau- | 
Iſt he iaſtructs our Underſtanding. Thus, | 


ecting upon the marvellous force of Warer 
ben it finds che leaſt vent, having been kept up 
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Solomon's Choice, — 

above its natural Level, (probably when he was "m7 

Ecd.2.6. making his magnificent Pools, and Aqueduty) 1115 
he moſt gracetully applies this Obſervation o .iM rop 7 

Pro. 17. Moral purpoſe, The beginning of Strife, is Ig j) duc 
14. furſt lettiug out of water. Conſidering the Null 0 
of a little Inſect, he do's not ſtop there, but vines oy 

Pro.6.6. us a Leſſon from it roo, Go to the Ant, they ſlug Que . 
gard, and conjider her ways. 1 . 


Thus having thought of the Nature of the 


Almond- tree, whoſe Bloſſoms are white, aud 1705 
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a Ne 
whoſe Buds are ſaid to ſhoot out almoſt all at ond 
Leceſ. time; he makes it an Emblem of ocav-HirlM 
a ; a LN m ot gray-FHair, 

12: and Old Age, which frequently ſurprizes us, ub e 
a Age, which frequently ſurprizes us, while ©. .j. 
we think of nothing leſs than of it, and its Cons "We 
es lequences. Conſidering two powerful Co hole 
Vinegar, and Nitre, he tells you what is mord . 
oCorroding chan they both, Thus, having touched +, 
| upon the moſt boaſted Secrets of modern A ,, 
tomy; the Golden Bowl, the Pitcher at the Fun Kin 
| tam, the Wheel , or, poſſibly, the Circulation Wl gt 11 
| broken at the Ciſterñ, fie concludes with a pratlc "a 

l diſcourſe concerning death; then ſhall the earth 1 ka 
F ris Fa b 
mw Ecclel. turn to the duſt, as it was, and the Spirit ſhall uu |... 
W © to Godwhogave it. The peruſal of his Writing VE 
as well as the Teſtimony of the Jewiſh Antiqua ge 1 

may perſuade us that the greater part of his Mu gor 
loſophy conſiſted in inſtructive Parables, E |... 
unlike thole of his Great Succeſſor, who noi ad 
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Solomon's Choice. 2 5 Y 
withſtanding in his Divine Nature, ſpake by the | F 
rophets , and other Wife Men of O14. | 8 F 
duch in ſome meaſure was the Philoſophy of He 4 
deneca, who has inſerted ſome of his choiceſt 2 
Moral Diſcourſes into his Books of Natural i" 


| 3 thoſe of the Jews, Whether Solomon were Wi- 
ler than Moſes? What were. the Queltions pro- 
poſed by the Quedñ of Sheba? Or that very Un- 


> . , „„ 4 | 
| Solomon was Say'd 2 Nor did it conliſt*in that © 4 


boalted trifle called Wit, by which, if ſome part 4 
of Wiſdom is not meant, according to the old 1 
lonification of the Word, it is to be reckoned 5 
amongſt thoſe others in our Language, which 0 
bee 4 Sound, without any_diſtin&t meaning: ii 
nor in Satyrical reflections, then only uſed by 1 


Jors were maintain d by ridiculous Arguments 


— 
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Queſtions : and ſuch was that of the Excellent = 
Mr. Boyle, of Biſhip Wilkins , and others, now ”* 
iving_Qrnaments of the Royal Society; and ſuch £ N 
Phioſophy can never be too much encouraged. 

Nor 2dly, Did the Wiſdom of Solomon conſiſt 
n curious Metaphyſical Speculations, and leſs in 


propoſing, and ſolving uſeleſs Queſtions ; ſuch 
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caricable one of ſeveral Moderns, and propoſed 14 
to be publickly Diſputed at Rome , Whether * By T 


randaia. | 


the beſt Chriſtian Writers, when dangerous Er- 


but they uſed them {paringly, with Diſcretion, 
and Charity; otherwiſe the Satyr (as Painted by 
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the Ancients) has more of the Brute, than of the 
Man. Nor did the Wiſdom of Solomon conſiſt 
in fine, and far- fetch d Notions, without Sub. 
Nance, and Solidity; nor in a very Terreſtrial 
drineſs of Diſcourſe, nor in an Empty Fluen 
of Words, which often paſles upon the Vun 
for Eloquence, and for Wiſdom. The Style 
truly Noble, and Sublime, appears in Solomoy | 


— — 


< Writings, far beyond the molt Shining Pages F, 
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Ancient Greece, and Rome: but he uſes a Prince. 
ly, a Divine fort of brevity, a Spiritual Method 


The 
ative 
(man 
may be 
ed by 
ou ple 
damon 
ve Ca 
Beg. 
In his 
an atta 


of abridging Notions, ſumming up the Ma- ur of 
\ee of whole Volumes in a few ſhort Propo- ll the 
itions. His Words like Gold tri d ſeven times in ar 
the Fire, contain under the leaſt Volume, and il; 0 
Surface, the greateſt quantity of Matter : nd I” of 
Weight. Nor do's he ſtudy curious Connexions, } me 


and Tranſitions, whick have been ſought, in wu 


eas *” 
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The Wiſdom of Solomon therefore was not Spe- 
ulative, but Practical; to fear God, and keep his 
ſomnandments; to make the leaſt matter that 
may be for Repentance, and having been ſurpri- 


ed by a Fault, to repent without ela; or if - bi 
WT jou pleaſe to have it in the W de ene 2 „ 
non, to diſcharge all the Duties of our reſhe- Het d 
Me Callings with a conſtant reference to the Supreme oY 
heng. To admire him in his Works, adore him „ 
n his Providence, render his Mind, as far as he 13 
an attain in this frail Condition, an wiſpotted Mi- 4 
ur of the Divine, Imitable Perfections: To keep x 
ll the lower Faculties in their due Place, Subor- 1 
dation, and Temper; his Affections ready at the 1 
iſt ſignal given, to tranſport him (as the Cha- 5 
ts of Aminadab ) into a better World, into the Cant. 6 
miverſatzon of Spirits made perfect, and even to Gad *** WM 
le Father of all. To have the whole Scheme, and 
eſign of his Life wiſely laid out; the beſt End I 
opoſed, and purſued ſteddily by the moſt fitting Li 


Means, To know how to live and converſe with 4 
nat difficult, and mutable Creature, Man ; to know (Mes 4 
Jon to gain and Keep his Affections, and always * 1 
le his Intereſt to the Nobleſt Purpoſes, To ful- 
ill all Relations : know the proper Time, and 
ice, the Manner, and Meaſure of doing every 


thi R : © OR. 3 05 
E without interfering of bl ations y or 
angeableneſs, or Intermiſſion; with a firm Pucility 
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in his Actions, like the Motion of the Heaven; . Hur C 
As a Star of his Magnitude, and in his Sphere, to be 
be a Light of the world whilſt be is in the world; the nrodu 
Noah, the Lot, the Daniel, a covering Cherub, and we 
a Pledge of the Divine Favour to the Place, and, he 
Age in which he lives: Striving, by a moſt hu- o have 


nat it 
atituc 
un, 1 


dable Ambition, to be the livelieſt Image of the 
Wiſdom Incarnate. But I will not attempt a 
deſcription of this Wiſdom, for what can he ſay 


who comes after the Ring? You will find it in his nguif] 
Writings ; and after having read, and conſidered i At 
Plato and Ariſtotle, Cicero and Plutarch, which Fon” tha 
area Library of the moſt uſeful HeathenJcarnino WM": an 
odd woll confeſs uponthe Compariſon, That there ith ſuc 

are more inſtructive, and weighty Truths, in one fan! 
CChapter of Solomon, than in their large Volumes the ne 
hut fince Examples are more prevalent than In it 
Precepts, I ſhall ſet before you a ſhort Portraictue ſt wh 
. of Solomon. As he had far to go, he ſet out ve.“ thi 
early; no Time, no Opportunity was loſt co lea 
him; having fo wife a Mother, fo accompliſh bo Wo 

a Prophet as Nathan, to dire& his Education; gion 
but elpecially ſuch a Father, who was both ha * t 
Preceptor, and Example. And as you may kno-.] es 
hatch of any 2 e of + 


his Gratitude Solomon mult needs have been grate- ral te 


ul in an eminent degree: And ſuch he ſhewd Þ the « 
himſelf; for he transfers to him the Honour © Negle 


* 
A a wo 


nroduce David ſpeaking to himſelf, rather than 
oe ſpeaking to his Son Rehoboam, Beſides 
5 he is Iaid (by a Prophetical ſort of Inſtinct) Y. 


Phare hid in David's Tomb ſo vaſt a Treaſure, 3 
"Wi it could ſatisfy Craſſus himſelf; and thus his 1 
xieude to his Father ſav d the Jewiſh State from | 


tin, near a Thouſand Years after.. As he di- 4 
nouifh'd his Entrance upon Publick Buſineſs by 1 
Act of Religion, the firſt Structure he rais'd 

s that of the Temple; which was ſo magnifi- 

at, and God was ſerved in it with ſuch Order, 
ah ſuch Beauty of Holineſs, that we may fee 

Janly nothing was by him omitted, to bring it ; 
the neareſt Reſemblance of its Heavenly Pater. Þ 
Ind it one of the Ancients is ſaid to have curs'd <7 | 
=, who fel made that wicked Diſtinction be- / - 
xt things profitable, and things honeſt; we may S 
ve leave, atleaſt, ro wiſhthem a better Mind, 
no would put aſunder the intereſt of the True 
licion, and of the Civil Power; which are fo 
ted together, that if a man would form Con- 
F-ures upon the future Proſperity, or Unhappi- \ 
tls of a Kingdom or Commonwealth, he could 
ldly take a better Method, than by looking in- 


ov 


| 4d ve — 125 s F 
Lthe Fate of Religion, mefis Conformity to, / 


—— — ns 


Neglect of its Precepts; the Decency and Order 
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obſerved in Places of Religious Worſhip * 
pears at large in the Books of Kimgs, any 
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mſider d it m and receiy d raft wfion For he had 
cuir d an habit of learning from e body, 1 
71 every thing By theſe means he increas d 57 
people to an almoſt incredible Number; and Fa 
e more ſuch Subjects he had, the oreater was N 
Plenty; ſo that 's was able largely to lupply 

e Neceſſities of other Countries. 

His Armies were ſo numerous, and experienc d, 

ut the Terror of them prevented. their Hſe; but mi 
en he was ſo marvellouſſy lov d, that the Na- 

ons only fear d leſt he would not accept their Ho- 

ge; leſt he ſhould not admit them into the 

\umber of his Subjects. His Dominion was of 

valt Extent, erg. d probably as far as to that 

uppy Clime Where Paradiſe is thought to have 

ken ſituated; the Curſe ſeem'd ſuſpended , he 

ade it Paradiſe again by his Wiſe,and Gentle Go- 

emment, He built many Cities, beautified more, 


er deſtroy d one; if that be a . Glory, ic is ſuch. 


— — — 


one as Solomon was very ery well contented ould 
no part of his Character. 

tle kept Correſpondence wich the Wiſe and 
arned of all Nations: Men generally conſpir d, 

| 2 marvell ous Conjuncture, in his time, to 
Ee one another happy: TheWorld ſeem d bu 15 
ie creat Academy of uſeful Sciences; the Exprel- by 
on thole Occaſions were frequent, and to the 4 
Fiction of all Parties; for Wiſdom is. the on 4s 
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| During all his Avocations he kept con de R. 
| intervals for Retirement, and Solitude, the VI 
| ſing-Miother of a Sound, and Judicious Mind. k 
i And yet theſe excellent Qualities of hi; H (2c: 
their Allays; the great number of his Wives s Fo. 
| _ bl direct violation of the Law I thou E. they ae t. 
2 laid to have become Proſelites t6 the Jewiſh E / 
| ſigion.5- might be looked upon as the uſuil iﬀ'"* tr 
[ tendants of Eaſtern Pomp, and Magnificen D, 
. and a fort of Hoſtages from the remote Prommαꝗ g 
d of his Empire, rather than Inſtruments of Hu 
4 Sinful Pleaſures, which he fo irequently Co | 
LL 4 ſogemns 3 himſelf had but one Son, who h; bs Tre 
1 4 i hry Eight Children: and it is expreſly man 
chat when Solomon was Old (which intimates th kents, 
i Kings Length of Days was continued unto him) Merty. 

11.4 Wives turd away bis Heart after other God, Vehind 

that his heart was not perfect, and he did un {uy or1d. 

follow him, as David his Father did. But by p And 

mitting, and even furniſhing Money tor, 4 Moral 

Building of, 1dol-Temples, he drew upon him: Natural 

Guilt of being an Idolater himſelf. Whilſt, WW tha 

2 mikaken Polick, he might hope to unite all {cal of 

Subjects by ſuch an unlimited Indulgence, . Fo 

Project was ſo far from taking Effect, hu n 

length it divided the Jywiſh People it felt. men 

ighr of ſuch Abominations being rendred a ar d 


Ache Twelve Tribes, prepared 2 3) 
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the Rebellion, and Apoſtacy of Jeroboam. Thus 
was this Bright Sun Eclips din his Meridian: and a 
I dark vail is caſt over a great part of his Reign, 
(according to the opinion of the Jews) it laſted | 4 
o Fourſcore Years: and even the inſpir'd Wri- 2Chlon. 
ters themſelves refer us to others for his Hiſtory 9. 2. 


"al a 5 / . 
1 om /t to laſt. He ſeemed to them no longer 
e ve Solomon, nor to fit on the Throne of 5 


David, or even to be in the Number of the 


I Lining, whillt his Heart went after Folly, Whilfỹt 14 
MW: was a Servant of Living, and Dead, Idols, and ; Aa 1 
C to his nobler Capacity, himſelf roo Dead in = 
re paſſes: fo little is the moſt conſummate ll 
(o'umanc Wiſdom of Proof againſt the Blandiſh- | 
ch nents, and Charms, of long, uninterrupted Prof- þ# 
H eerity. But he Repented at length, and left obo | 
„ end him his jolema Recantation to the 7" 


pe audi if we could be prevailed upon to believe 1 
„ „, and Divine, but halt fo eaſily as we do FI 
ma Experiments, it would then be happy for A . i 
. that Solomon Sinn d; it might fave us a great | 
of time, and many ſorrowful Reflections. 2 
„ 3 Folly, and Preſumption in the higheſt degree i, 
hat WO think that we can ever extract out of ſinful En- 0 

ments, any thing, in their laſt Reſolution, but I 
ba a: Solomon found, fo much to his Colt, Panity, 4 
my E. and 
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ſhall turn away from him, * that he = 


—DApoken to us, Face to Face: has prepar'd thief 


—Incarn nation, to another Vet! much more. "Aſtoniſhing, mn 


— — — 


and Vexation of Spirit. There is nothing, which 
can abide the Teft of thorough Conſideration, 
which can pacify an awakened Conſcience upon _ FF 
a Death-Bed, but this Reflection, That we Ra = 
endeavoured fincerely to Fear God, and K ?l M. 
his Commandments; or have Repemed w 12 
Solomon, if any of us have Sinn d as 90 nde C 
did. And let this conſideration fink down into Office 
our Hearts, That if God was Angry with him, res of 
his Beloved, for turning away from the Gid of WM of Go 
Hrael, who had appear d unto him iwice , ad ſon. 

that in a Dream of the Night, how ſhal e Learn 
be able to eſcape the Danmation of "Bell, F ud lies, 
Ambit 
their! 
[ (ants 
5 (5 
er hy 
if fully 
50 
Ma 
noſt 1 
nocenc 
Vento 
; Ma. 
Fideliey of g's Miniſters he very 1 un, 

whom ſtruck Aſtoniſhment into Foreigneis tale Alte 


oa'Y 


part 
who 


way by one Aſtoniſhing Miracle [ mean bv 


ViR; i the laying. down. his Life for our Rela E | 


— — 22 


conſider what Obligations we lie under by having 


1 Learned Youth of our moſt Flouriſhing Univer- 


Ambition, of laying down the firſt Rudiments of 
| their Miniſtry, in the Converſion of the Inhabi- 
| ants of our Plantations, which ſeem to call to 


„eber, and help 1. 


1 diſcharge this part, ſhall be more than their 


Solomon! 9 0 boice, 


* * the Publick Spirit of 6900 Nehemiah, 
who never appeared Sad in the preſence, Put Neh, x. 


| when his people were in Afton, and the walls of 24 


Her alem broken down. 


May thoſe who ſerve God in the Miniſtry, duly 


> 
he Office of a Preacher confirm'd upon us; that 


| Office, with which Solomon Crown'd all the Glo- 
| re 40 his Proſperous Reign; and which the Son 


of God came down from ieaven to execute in Per- 
ſon. And -uho knows but that ſome of the 


fries, may be Fird with a Noble Zeal, and 


—— ä 


5, (as thole of We did to St. Paul) Come Aa. 16. 
Thoſe who ſhall taith- 9 


fl } hour's 


* - 
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10k Uſeful Profeſſion of the Laws, protect In- 
cence, and Right from Fraud, and Circum- 


vention. 


Vay « our Induſtrious Merchants fiy unlawtul 


van, and Extortion , eſpecially u upon the_Ne- © 
fries ot the Pub! Ws which when it generally 
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May thoſe who Study. the Honourabl e, and Link 
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prevails, is like the Jolens appearing upon 


— — 


puloys 
they | 
I the ( 
Quail 
| with! 


any | 


Political Body. Wealth honeltly gacher'd, and 
employ'd upon Wile, and Pions Uſes, is like! 
the Manna laid up in the Tabernacle, it never 
decays ; but that which is gathered in uni 


meaſures, and kept againſt God's Commun. e, 
ment, ſtinks and breeds Worms, even the Worn [nt 
which never dies. — (EM 
And let us all anſwer the purpoſes of ow WW (cli 
Pious Educations ; continue ſtedfaſt Membes WM vo 
of our Mother he Church of Englund keel lowr 
up, mutual good Underſtanding, and Charity 3 
rincipal end of this ſort of. _Mectings, an " 9 

50 ont which will be moſt inſiſted Ups on * Pous 
che great Deciſive Day! The Wiſdom which # or 
from above is firſt pure then peaceable, gen e, and ans 
eaſy to be intreated, full of Mercy, and geod rad | one, 
And one of choſe might be, in furthering tha: Wil © the 
excellent Deſign before the Parliament , or [ave 
Employing the Poor, and Building Wort [Hook 
houſes. It is not Aden d d ſo Popular , but 3 Jes 4 700 f 
tis a much Wiſer inſtance _of _Charity,_to plu = [in 
A Able Arm or 1 out of the Bo am of a Sluo1rd.- nant ods 
ro All h his is Hand with Moneg. To make the - hole 
tended 1 Lame Walk, than LO Cripple them v. h and N 
Eaſe. Another might be in providing for the! abo 
alu a 


Education of the Poorer fort, not only in f. 
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jus Towns, but even in the meaneſt Villages; that 
they may be the better qualified to underſtand 
Ihe Church Catechiſm : where this is done effe- 
| Qually , all the reſt will proceed eaſily ; and 


„ Wh vihour it, chere will be little amendment of the bo 

1| Age, though the Earth ſhould hardly be able to iy 

L 8 a . —ꝛ.—— | (564 

„an the numP77 af Books which may be Written on He 
n ubies. And a third to promote the 4 

r berling of a competent Maintenance upon thoſe on 

„bo ſerve in the Miniſtry in ſome very large 


Towns, and want moſt where their Predeceſſors | 
ind the largeſt Endowments. 64 
A Fund might be raiſed for theſe, and other |} 
ai bous Uſes, it our Gentry could be induc'd to 
or tome Evil Habits, which carry their Puniſh- 
mens along with them. I ſhall inſtance but in 
ene, a new Eyil under the Sun, which if it had come 
0 the Notice of Solomon, we {hould, probably, 
had one Chapter added to his excellent 
| Book” of Proverbs; I meart” exceſſive, and deep 
[9:2 Fatal Invention of the Enemy of Man- 
nd to invert the order of Nature, and turn 
00s Bleſſings into a Curſe: to make Men pals 
„ice Days without ſeeing the Light of the Sun, 
„ad Nights without natural Reſt : to have Lands 


with __ | | = 

T the Anout Revenues, and Guality without Credit, 1 
«quamtance without Friends, and Miſery without 4 

Pup 2 
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Pity, or ——_ ** a molt ſevere Yom of| 
2 not Religious, Poverty By theſe mean; gh ey 
may put Servants into their Coaches, and ſome 
of their Children, may one Day, weare their [;] 
veries. When the Dead ſhall Riſe, rhe _ 1 
Opened , Debtor , and Creditor exactly Baluured. 
what Eule ſhall we be able to make if id 
appear at the Foot of the Account, ſo mi wi 
Hundreds, or Thouſands, Played for: Diſpoled if 
Charitable Purpoſes, not One! And this | lpeald 
the rather, that we may moderate ſome Faſhiod 


piling! 
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nable Exceſſes in the approaching Feſtival, 


But J proceed in the laſt place, to conl 
der briefly the happy conlequences of makng 
the Choice, and following the Example of 94 ö 


lomon. £27 
„. 

1/t. It makes us the moſt uſeful 8. bſecs e 
our Prince, the belt Patriots, and grenteſt Baſ® 0219 
ne factors to the Publick. There is no Mic!) ff ina! 
2 but it is Vertue, or Vice, which makes the De bn W 
[tiny ofthe Age. You probably! have Remarkcd wur 
in needing our Hiſtory, that there have been er 
ery few Peſtilences, or Famines, in comp arion en, ch 
the CORE Es of Foreign, or Ci Wars: the tes 1 dal 
ig, becauſe the former proceed from God, aden 
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nllngh Chaſtiſes the Sons of Men; ut the latter 


fl ls | pa} 
„inc cheir riſe from our own diſorderly Paſſions. 


Bu: we render what God calls his ſtrange work, 


ne 1 5 
ei Fnamiliar to our ſelves, almoſt our daily Pra- 


tice: So that Mankind has acquired a marvellous 
ecterity in doing miſchief, King David very wiſely FTE 
wok Sanctuary in the Peſtilence, againſt the Rage 24. 
of his Enemies. But if we all would make Solg- © 


17 w1s Prayer, and Second ic with his Reſolution, 
nd Diligence, the World would preſently change 
%s Face for the Better, Paradice would be re— =_ 
ed even on this Earth; and we ſhould enjoy F* 
the greater part of the Bleſſings of the fanci'd | 
nM bouland Years Reign of our Saviour upon 5 
ek. 3 | N 
0 _ 
| 2. As this Courſe would ſecure the Publich N 
ace, it would reſtore that invaluable Bleſſing, | 
e peace of our own Minds, which can never 1 
MW btained whilſt che perverted prevails over our 
l Nature; whillt che Princely Part, our Rea- © 
DM", walks deſolate on foot, and our Paſſions ride = 
abe wrumph: If chey were once reduced to their | 
1 b oper Uſe, and fix'd upon their right Object, = 
en, che greater they are, che better. God, who ' 


ould have us covet earneſtly the beſt Gifts, never 
Fademn d any Man for forming Deſigns truly 
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noble, and great; but on the contrary, for og 
ing to things beneath the dignity, and High dt 
ination of his Nature. What is very frequent, 
call'd Greatneſs of Mind, 15 rather Im Otency of 
Mind; it is but Greatneſs of Paſſion, which properh 


<” Tpeaking, is the Littlenefs of the Man. Icanno: hy 
remark in paſſing (though it be the Subject c 
another Diſcourle) That Hiſtorians by ſuch fu. 
Repreſentations, have_probably done more M 
<> 1 wanton Comedies, and 
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Sonnets themſelves, which chiey affe eL the id 


maths 


important part of Mankind, With what pomp 


Aud inſinuation do they recommend to the Rod 
— der, that Tranſport of Ceſar, when at the ſighe 


of a Fam d Conquerors Statue, he burſt out into hou 
Tears, becaule be, by thirty Years of Age, had * th 
conquer d the World, whilſt himſelf at a greater 
age, had done noching towards it! But he had , 
reaſon to weep, and lo have we roo, if before that Ha 1 
ime, we have not made Tome progreſs in a Con- Va 15 
quelt, incomparably more great, and glorious. 1 
I mean, that over our Hiordinate Afectious, out 1 
Spiritual Enemies, the Prince of the Air, and the kJ 74, 


Powers of Darkneſs : Bebold here the Faith and Pa 

ers 0, : 226 Wane 
ence of the Saints! behold here the matter ot i. ther 
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Chriſtian Triumph! Are your Minds really H exe 
with the deſire of Honour and Glory? ſeck c 0) 
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ell doing, by Acts of Heroical Vertue, and Charity. 
k length of Days your Paſſion ? ask a long Life, 
ven for ever, and ever, and it will be granted to 
jou. Are you deſirous of Wealth? ſeek then 
he True Riches, Heaven and all its Treaſures are 
zours: Are you of a reſenting and vindicative 
Diſpoſition 2 let it faſten on the Right Object, ſpare 
not, give no Quarter to thoſe Enemies which 
M(rucified the Lord of Life. Thus our Affections 
ind Paſſions, which are very ill Maſters, become 


20 {cfu], and excellent Servants. Thus Solomon's 
pie Merchant, when he is once got clear of the 
:-MCoaſts, has a conſtant Gale from Heaven attend- 
ghq Ing him in his Voyage, till he reach that Heavenly, 
n 


Wpbir, where his Fortunes are made for all Eternity 
And this, 
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ater] 
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by zah. Will have an happy influence even upon 
chat 1 


„or lemporal Concerns ; it will procure you 
On- 4 


ole things, if convenient for you, which ye did 
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u hh a5, Riches and FHlonour, and tor that Ver 
Out 5 — 259 


eon, becauſe ve did not ask them, but Wiſdom, 
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pal nd Underſtanding. The Promiſes of the Old 
4 lament are not ſuperſeded and aboliſh'd; no, 
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Jt they dilappear before, are {wallowed Up in, 
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olomon's Choice. 


If therefore this Practical Wiſdom be the Subject 
of your molt Ardent, Vows and Endeavours; if 
you love her above Health and Beauty, above fins 
Gold, and precious Stones; if you prefer her to 
Scepters and Thrones, to Light, and Life it |elf, 
I may then diſmiſs you with thoſe other 
Words of Solomon, Eat your Meat, and Drink youu 
Wine with a merry Heart, for God now accepteth your 
work. Os 

Thoſe who are in a more conſpicuous Station, 
may look upon their Good Things here, as 
Pledges of much greater ſtill to come; And 
thoſe who are in a meaner Condition, like the 
Lillies of the Valley, low in the Hes of the World, 
but much more lowly in their own Eyes, they 
ſhall one day outſhine Solomon in all his Tempural! 
Glory, receive a Crown incorruptible, eternal iu tv! i 


Heavens; which I heartily wiſh to you all. 
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